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Otto Bock Harmony Vacuum Assisted Socket System (VASS)

Company:

Product:

Purpose:

FDA Status:

Comparison:

Costs:

Insurers:

LNI Cases:

Otto Bock/TEC

The Harmony Socket Enhancement System includes a total surface
bearing socket, Urethane interface/liner, sealing sleeves and a Harmony vacuum
pump/shock absorber.

Uses vacuum technology to:

1) maintain a balanced volume in an amputee’s residual limb
2) minimize limb movement in the socket

3) facilitate perspiration evaporation within the socket

4) reduce friction between the limb, liner, and socket

Exempt because prosthetic devices are excluded.

None. New technology.

$4000
HCPCS Code L5781 “Addition to lower limb prosthesis, vacuum pump, residual
limb volume management and moisture evacuation system.”

Medicare reimburses $3150.08.
Aetna does not cover VASS.

In 2002, 28 people underwent traumatic leg amputations, and 230 lower limb
amputees received follow-up care.
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Evidence:

of the device.

Funding for the two published studies came from TEC Interface, the manufacturer

Bell, TL, et al. "Interface pressures during ambulation using suction and vacuum-assisted prosthetic sockets."
J of Rehabilitation Research and Development. 2002; 693-700.
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Board, WJ, et al. "A comparison of trans-tibial amputee suction and vacuum socket conditions." Prosthetics
and Orthotics International. 2001; 25:202-209.
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